N-Acetyl-B-D-glucosaminidase activity and somatic cells in goat milk.
N-Acetyl-B-D-glucosaminidase activity, somatic cell count, and udder infection status were determined in milk of nine Saanen goats. Plasma enzyme activity was also measured. Individual half udder milk samples were taken for 12 d over a 3-wk period and animals were bled weekly. Three of the 18 udder halves were infected with coagulase-negative staphylococci over all 12 sampling d. The N-acetyl-B-D-glucosaminidase and somatic cells in milk were significantly elevated in samples where minor pathogens were isolated. Plasma enzyme was variable among goats but not within goats or across weeks. Greater daily variation was seen in somatic cell count as compared to milk enzyme activity. Correlation between milk N-acetyl-B-D-glucosaminidase and somatic cell count was .54.